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On March 

25, 2011, 

EFCA hosted 

the annual 

ACSI Super 

Activity Day. 

During the 

program, 

students 

from Calvary Baptist Christian Academy, Chris-

tian Life Academy, Corry Alliance Academy, 

Creekside Christian School, DuBois Christian  

School, Erie First Christian Academy, Leader-

ship Christian Academy, Living Word Christian 

School, and Warren County Christian School 

competed in various categories. The categories 

included: Elementary Speech, Secondary 

Speech, Math Reasoning, Math Computation, 

and Science Fair. In High School Science Fair, 

students from EFCA placed in each of the overall 

awards. Noah Enterline received third, Kirsten 

Larson, second, and Katie Nixon won first. 

Many students from our school also did well in 

the Speech Meet. Alyssa Davis and Hannah Gib-

son performed in Childrenôs Literature, and Tylor 

Corsale did a Dramatic Reading. A group from 

Junior High, Ricky Arlington, Mallory Trabert, 

Emily Taylor, Jake Crossman, and Anthony Euli-

ano, performed a piece for Readerôs Theater. 

Rachel Jones, Julia Williams and Nikki Doutt 

wowed the judges with  a piece that they wrote 

for the TV News Team category. Many of our 

students placed in the Math cate-

gories, as well. 

During the Awards Assembly, the 

judges of the Speech Meet were 

asked to choose one person from 

each school to perform their 

speech in front of everyone. From 

EFCA, Leah R. was asked to 

recite her speech. She performed 

a Bible Memorization. Overall, it 

was a very good day for EFCA students! 

School Choice Initiative in PA by Grace Ferrara 

On Tuesday, March 15th, Mr. Gernovich attended 

a meeting with State Legislators about the SB-1 at 

the Tom Ridge Environmental Center. The Sen-

ate Bill One, formerly called ñSchool Choiceò, is a 

bill that needs to be passed! The bill is offering 

parents and guardians the choice of what school 

they want their children to go to. Those who canôt 

afford Christian schools, but want to go, will be 

able to if this bill passes.  

There is a three year procedure on how things 

take place if this bill passes.  The bill allows the 

low-income residents of PA to send their kids to 

private schools or the school or their choice. The 

state of PA gives the parents a voucher for 

around $10,000.  The tuition at EFCA is about 

$3,500, so the money that is left over goes back 

into the public school system.  PAôs inner-cities 

are impoverished and  that reflects the kind of 

schools the kids go to in the inner cities.  The SB-

1 allows kids to get out of the failing  schools and 

into the more challenging academic schools. 

Presently, PA has one of the worst SAT scores in 

the nation. With this bill, the SAT test scores in 

PA will  rise because of the ability for the kids to 

go to  more challenging schools.  

The SB-1 will not lower anyoneôs wages nor will it 

raise anyoneôs property taxes  because the tuition 

is covered by the state. Property taxes should not 

be directly affected by the voucher program. This 

bill is constitutional  because itôs stated in the 

Constitution that ñNo  money raised for the sup-

port of public schools of the Commonwealth shall 

be appropriated to or used for the support of any 

sectarian school.ò Because the money to fund the 

vouchers is withdrawn from the General Fund, 

itôs not raised to support public schools. The 

scholarship is given to adults who have the choice 

whether to send their child to a non -religious or 

public school. If you are in favor of supporting 

the SB-1, you need to write to your state legislator 

and continue to pray about this matter.  This bill 

will greatly affect our school!

He shall come down like rain upon the mown grass: as showers that water      

the earth. ~Psalm 72:6  

ACSI Super Activity Day 
By Kirsten Larson  

Super Activity Day!!  

Leah R. 

Awards Assembly 



  

   

Dear Readers: If you would like to send a 

letter to Dear Holly, I would be happy to an-

swer your questions. Please send questions to 

the editor and she will forward them on to me! 

Send to: tgernovich@efcaonline.orgð

subject:Dear Holly  

Dear Holly,  

I need help! My boyfriend has started 

bothering me. Before, I thought his quirks 

were cute, but now they just annoy me. 

Heôs clingy and rude to other people. I 

want to break up with him, but I just donôt 

know how to do it without either of us get-

ting hurt. Iôm also afraid that when I break 

up with him, then Iôll want to go back with 

him and only get myself in a bad situation. 

Please help!  

   Sincerely,  

   Boyfriend Blues 

Dear Boyfriend Blues,  

Take a step back and analyze your rela-

tionship with your boyfriend. Is there 

something that has been bothering you 

lately other than your boyfriend? Have you 

just been in a bad mood lately? Are you 

having a misunderstanding or fight?  Or is 

it that youôre just dating the wrong per-

son? List the things that drew you to the 

person in the first place. If thatôs not 

enough, then dump him. If youôre still not 

sure, then you can nicely tell him that you 

want to take a break or need some space, 

but you still want to continue seeing him. 

Maybe the time away from him would help 

you clear your mind and decide if you like 

him or not. If you know for sure that you 

want to break up with him, try to do it 

nicely, though, not over the phone, text or 

e-mail.  

   Sincerely,  

   Holly 

Dear Holly,  

Iôm deeply perplexed. Iôm going to a new 

school and I am afraid that people wonôt 

be nice to me. Iôm self- conscience, shy, 

and afraid. I also donôt know how to 

strike up a conversation with someone. 

Iôm just terrified that instead of making 

friends, Iôll make enemies. How do I get 

through this week? Nobody is even talk-

ing to me!  

   Sincerely,  

   New Student 

 

Dear New Student,  

The first thing you need to do is try to 

get out of your shell a little and make at 

least one friend. Popularity isnôt all that 

important, so it doesnôt matter if youôre a 

social butterfly. There is at least one per-

son in the school who would talk to you. 

You just need to find that person. If no 

one will come up and talk to you why 

donôt you try and talk to them. You will 

eventually make friends if youôre friendly 

and donôt glare at everyone who comes 

to sit next to you.  



Student Council 

Update 

International Corner 
By So-Yeong Yang 

 Vietnam is a  country in 

Asia. The formal Vietnam 

name is Socialist Republic of 

Viet Nam I got some of the 

fun facts of Viet Nam by 

interviewing Kris and Lam 

who are international stu-

dents from Viet Nam. There 

are many kinds of Vietnam-

ese traditional foods. One of the traditional 

dishes that theyôve introduced is Pho. It is a 

traditional noodle with beef and other ingredi-

ents. It is usually eaten at the family table. The 

other traditional food is a rice with beef and 

eggs dish. It is more like a formal dish. Cloth-

ing in Viet Nam is interesting, as well. The 

women  usually wear a dress called Ao Dai on 

special occasions. It is Viet Namôs traditional 

dress. It is usually made with one kind of color 

but the younger people 

wear it with more than one 

color, as well. Traditional 

menôs clothing is also 

called Ao Dai and made of 

one color, as well.  De-

pending on the special 

occasion, 

 the color changes. There is also a hat that the 

Vietnamese wear and it is for both men and 

women. It is usually made of woven glass, 

and it is round -shaped with a pointy tip. The 

language spoken is Vietnamese, and the spe-

cialty of the Vietnamese language is that it is 

similar to the Chinese. The wordôs meaning 

changes by the tone of the voice, and like 

other Asian countries, they have a strong 

accent. In Viet Nam, they use money called 

óViet Nam Dongô (VND). They are 11 hours 

different from America.  The famous event in 

Viet Nam is Dong Da Festival. They hold 

wrestling games on that day. Also, Lim Festi-

val is one of the famous event s, as well. It is 

held on January 13th in the Lunar Calendar. 

On that day, Jieo, Chicken and Bird fights 

will be held. Another event is Tet Nguyen 

Dan, it is a event thatôs held at Lunar Calen-

dar full moon. It is Vietnamôs biggest yearly 

event and lots of traditional dishes will be 

there and families gather together and greet 

their ancestors. Lots of events are held at this 

time, such as the Flower Festival. The last 

interesting Festival is Trung Thu, it is Viet 

Namôs Thanksgiving Day.  

It is held on August 15th in the Lunar 

Calendar and it is the event of the chil-

dren. On this day, you can see chil-

dren walking on the street with lamps 

or big drums. Viet Nam is a famous 

place for coffee, too. It would be a 

good idea to visit Viet Nam someday 

and enjoy a cup of coffee. Maybe youôll 

run into Kris or Lam 

when youôre there!  

There was a student-faculty basket-

ball game on Friday, April 15, the 

last day of standardized testing 

week! Yay!! See details on page 5.  

Anyone who would like to be on 

Student Council next year (grades 

8-11) can submit an application to 

Mr. Denevic starting this week.  

ALL current members must fill 

out an application, as well. 

For the elementary school, April 1st was a 

special day for the students to invite a friend. 

It was a day for the guests to become familiar 

with EFCA & tour the facilities. The kids 

that came got a tour around the school and 

also received a free lunch. Mrs. Hotchkiss 

reported from the 5th grade class, that, òWe 

did normal activities, but the kids got to 

teach the lessons and those who did, each got 

a pencil as their reward, along with their 

friends. The students were  each given the 

chance to give an overview of what happens 

during a normal school day. ó  

The elementary then went to chapel and 

watched a power point presentation about the 

school and sang some fun songs.  

The feedback from the parents of the friends 

was positive and the parents who called re-

lated that their kids had fun and enjoyed the 

day.  

 

Bring-A-Friend Day 
by Grace Ferrara 

Kris Le 

Lam 



 

 

 

 

Sports with Suessie  

                              Boyôs Clay League & Bayhawks Game  

Erie Federal Credit Union sponsored a 

ñtexting contestò between local high 

schools. Because of this, EFCA won 

free t-shirts and tickets to the Erie Bay-

hawks game on March 25. 

About 40 students attended the game 

between the Bayhawks and Iowa En-

ergy. Even though the Bayhawks lost, 

everyone had a great time.   

This is not the first time that the Bay-

hawks have freely given us tickets and t

-shirt. Earlier in March the middle 

school students were treated to lunch 

and were invited to watch a Bayhawks 

game. 

 

 

Bayhawks Basketball Game 

Students vs. Faculty  

Basketball Game  

This past Friday on April 15, the students of 

EFCA challenged the faculty  to a basketball 

game.  The result was a devastating blow to 

the pride of teachers everywhere! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was not a pretty 

sight to see our up-

standing & usually 

strong teachers crying 

like theyôd lost their 

first puppy after the 

students destroyed the faculty by a final score 

of 48-28!!  

The student body had a great time watching 

the event & also participated in shooting con-

tests, give-aways, and frozen t-shirt games 

during the half -time & time -outs. 

WARNING: 

Youôd better work on 

your game for next 

year, teachers, ócuz 

the students are only 

gonna get better & 

betterƽ 



March Madness 2011  

Did you know that the name 

ñMarch Madnessò was coined by 

Henry V. Porter to describe a B-

Ball tourney in Illinois? It was also 

used in 1982 by Brent Musburger 

during a coverage broadcast that 

caused a ñlegal battle almost as 

insane as the playoffs.ò  After 

things died down, the ñmadnessò 

was official. From that time on, the 

name stuck.  

On Sunday, March 13, March 

Madness began at 6 pm with 

the selection and match-ups of 

the teams. All month long, 

teams were competing for the 

chance to make it into the Final 

Four, which took place on April 

2 in Houston, Texas.  

Because of the new agreement 

that the NCAA made with CBS 

to broadcast their games from 

2011-2024, ñthis year marks 

the first nationwide telecast of 

all March Madness games 

ever.ò The winner of the cham-

pionship game was UCONN. 

 

 

 



ñWhatôs March Madness? é Oh, I hate basketball. 

Well, the people in the pink jerseys.ò 
Julia W.    

Who do you want to win March Madness and why? 

 

ñThe whole Bible is good! (II Tim. 3:16)ò 
Mr. Denevic   

What is your favorite Bible verse and why? 

 

ñIôm very sad that it happened. Iôm glad that the 

U.S. Government is supplying aid to the people 

there.ò 
Jeff G.    

What do you think of the earthquake in Japan?  

 

ñJune 14thðflag day. My birthday.ò 
Rachel J.    

Whatôs your favorite holiday and why? 

 

ñI LOVE reality TV. My answer would probably be 

six pages long.ò 
Julia W.    

What do you think about an SAT question about  reality TV? 

 

ñ Thanksgiving is my favorite holiday. Itôs my fa-

vorite because you spend the whole day just eat-

ing.ò 
Jeff G.    

Whatôs your favorite holiday and why? 

 

ñA mouse... itôs my only friend.ò 
Luke H.    

What animals do you have and what role do pets play in your 

family? 

 

ñEaster, because we would not have salvationð

plus jellybeans are good.ò 

Mr. Denevic   

Whatôs your favorite holiday and why? 

 

ñUmm...Isaiah 29:19-20. Iôm not sure why I like 

it.ò 
Jeff G.    

What is your favorite Bible verse and why? 

 

ñMy birthday; because I was born.ò 
Julia W.    

Whatôs your favorite holiday and why? 

April  English  School  Skipping 

Birds  Flowers  Breezes  Daffodil 

Dear Holly Devotions  Easter  Grass 

Math  Newspaper Polls  Puddles 

Rain  Soccer  Sports  Spring 

  Sunshine  Umbrellas  

w hat do you t hink ? 
BY STACEY JOHNSON 


