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When God gave Erie First Christian Academy the 

opportunity to build a new dorm for the boarding 

students, they went for it! It took less than six 

months for full construction to be complete. The 

dorms are located at Sparrow Pond, in Waterford, 

PA, and it was open for students on October 2, 

2010. Mr. Gernovich is the manager of the dorm & 

he and Mrs. Gernovich & their family are staying 

at the dorms with the students. Mr. & Mrs. 

Manuella are dorm parents there, as well. For 

church, some students attend Sparrow Fellowship, 

and others attend Erie First Assembly. Students 

have the advantage of going to the mall on the 

weekends and going on weekly trips to Wal-Mart 

and their favorite restaurants. They also can go on 

special outings like skiing at Peak „n‟ Peak. Every-

one seems to be enjoying the new dorms.  On Sun-

day, December 12, 2010, was an Open House and, 

despite the chilly weather, many people came out 

to see the wonderful new facility that God has 

blessed EFCA with.  
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EFCA Has New Dorm! By Kelsea Schwenk 

“And you will have joy and gladness,  and many will rejoice at his birth.” 

Luke 1:14 

Richae and Martin  

Mr. Hess and Mr. Gernovich talking with 

visitors 

Winter Formal   By: Kelsea Schwenk and Alyssa Ferry 

On Saturday, December 11, EFCA 

held it‟s first ever winter formal in 

the gym of Erie First Assembly. 

The dance was attended by many 

students from 9th to 12th grade 

and was DJ‟d by senior student 

DJ Wiggins  

 Fun at the dance! 

Jordan Wiggins.  The formal 

had a “Glow Stick” theme (as 

you can see from the pic-

tures!) and the students had 

fun dancing in the neon lights. 

Punch was served as well as 

cookies, pretzels, trail mix & 

many more snacks and refresh-

ments.  There was a good turn 

out and everyone enjoyed them-

selves.  Thanks to Student Coun-

cil for all your hard work! 

Getting ready for the 

dance 



 

 

 

Dear Holly, 

I have so many people I need to buy presents 

for, but I don’t know what to get them. Each 

one likes something different and I am run-

ning out of time to buy presents. Whenever I 

go to the store to buy them something, I end 

up in the middle of an aisle, staring blankly 

at the shelves, not sure what to get them. 

Please give me some ideas of presents I 

could give them for Christmas. 

 Sincerely, 

 Giftless Giver 

 

Dear Giftless giver, 

I completely understand where you’re com-

ing from. Every year I often have the same 

problem. First off I usually set up a price 

limit that I spend on each person. After you 

do that think about all the things that they 

like and then you’ll start noticing things that 

say the person’s name on them that you want 

to buy. When you think that you found some-

thing for them, ask your self would they 

really like this or use it and if it is then buy it. 

Remember not to be to picky because you 

can’t find the perfect present for every one. 

I hope you have a Merry Christmas. 

 

 Sincerely, 

 Holly 

 

 

Dear Holly, 

I AM EXPERIENCING A MAJOR CRISIS! 

(note that I just wrote in all capital letters) A 

guy in my class just asked me to go to the 

Winter Formal with him and I didn’t want to 

hurt him, but, honestly, I don’t want to go 

with him. He’s really sweet and I feel bad 

about not wanting to go with him. See, I 

don’t want to go with him because I’m hop-

ing someone else will ask me. How do I turn 

him down without hurting his feelings while 

getting the point across? Also, my best friend 

has been asked by two wonderful guys and 

she doesn’t know which one to go with. How 

does she choose, Holly? She is really con-

fused because I am telling her to go with one 

guy while our other friend is telling her to go 

with the other guy. Please help both me and 

my friend. 

 From, 

 Damsels in Distress 

 

Dear Damsels in Distress, 

 If you really don’t like the guy and 

don’t want to go with him, you should just 

tell him how you feel. It’s worse to lead him 

on. You need to let him down easily but don’t 

be a total jerk about it. Tell him that you 

think he’s a great guy but you see him more 

as a friend and that you were hoping to go 

with someone else, but say it nicely. As for 

your friend, she shouldn’t listen to what 

other people tell her to do. How does she feel 

about the guys? Does she like either of them 

or is she just trying to please people? She 

should go with the guy who she actually likes 

more. If she doesn’t feel that way about ei-

ther of them she should tell them that she 

can’t decide and that she’s not going to go 

with either of them. 

        Sincerely, 

 Holly 

  

♥   Dear Readers: If you would like to send a 

letter to Dear Holly, I would be happy to an-

swer your questions. Please send questions to 

the editor and she will forward them onto to 

me! Send to: tgernovich@efcaonline.orgñ

cc:Dear HollyñThanks!ƽ 



   

Christmas in Korea                 by So-Yeong Yang 

Getting in the “Spirit” With the 9th Grade  

  as well as Thanksgiving Day. In 

Korea, we call New Year‟s “Sul-

Nal”. Our New Year‟s day is not 

January first. We celebrate New 

Year on the Lunar calendar 

(Chinese calendar), so every year 

New Year‟s is different. Also, that 

is the time that all families spend 

together. Many Koreans visit 

their grandmother and grandfa-

ther. (for elders, it would be their 

mother and father.) Because 

some of the grand- mothers and 

grandfathers live in the country,  

it is long journey to home. I think 

that is the reason why New Year‟s 

and Thanksgiving Day are big 

events for us. On New Year‟s, eve-

ryone  helps and cooks a big spe-

cial meal. Some Koreans who are 

not Christians believe we have to 

greet our ancestors on that day.  

The most famous event on New 

Year‟s day is eating rice-cake soup 

called Dhok-Guk. It‟s a white-colored 

soup with white rice cake. We usually 

put sesame oil and dried seaweed on 

it.  It is one of our traditions and by 

that, we believe we have gained one 

more year in age. Some Koreans wear 

Korean‟s national dress called Han-

Bok, and give and big bow and that is 

called Se-Be. When we bow, we say 

„Good luck in New Year.‟ The elders 

who receive the big bow give money 

to the children which is called Se-Bet-

Don. I think it‟s the most Korean-like 

event of all, and I hope someday my 

foreign friends get a chance to experi-

ence our culture. 

There are lots of events in Korea. 

We do celebrate holidays, but 

not as big as here in America. 

We do celebrate Christmas, but 

usually Christmas is the day for 

family being together. In church, 

we hold a Christmas event and 

celebrate by sharing food, but 

that is just part of it. We usually 

spend time with family. Most 

Koreans, at night,  eat a special 

meal, and eat cake as a dessert. 

We exchange gift and that‟s 

mostly it. Some Christians spend 

most of the day in church or with 

family, and for the people who 

are not Christians (unlike Ameri-

cans, we have lots of people who 

are not Christian), they just 

spend their day with family. I 

would say New Year‟s is a bigger 

event in Korea. New Year is one 

of the biggest events in Korea  

The 9th Grade “Elves” 

The 9th graders have been getting into the spirit by decorat-

ing their homeroom in the style of “Buddy the Elf”.  There are 

snowflakes and sparkly ornaments hanging from the ceiling, 

candy canes strung across the board and paper snowflakes 

everywhere! All this just helps get us ready for the “Big Day”! 

But what you may not know about these “elves” is how big 

their hearts are.  When asked to write an essay on Acts 20: 

35, they surprised even their teacher! 

Acts 20:35 says “...it is more blessed to give than receive.”  

Their assignment was to write about an experience they have 

had that illustrates that verse.  Two students worked in a 

homeless shelter serving meals to hungry people.  One stu-

dent described how making gifts instead of buying them 

made Christmas so much more meaningful to her.  She was 

excited, not to get presents, but to watch others open her gifts 

to them.  Another student described her delight at getting an 

unexpected gift and how that made her want to be a giver 

from her own heart-not because she was expected to.  And 

then there‟s Noah who speaks simply from his heart.  “We all 

like people giving us stuff, but some like to give more than to   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

receive.  The one time of the year I buy stuff for people is 

at Christmas. I like to buy people in our family presents 

because it makes them happy.  It is also good to give to 

those who just don‟t have.  God likes a person that gives 

to all in need.  If we can share, we should.” 

Well said, Noah! 



  

 

2010 - 2011 EFCA BASKETBALL  

SCHEDULE  

  

 Day         Date            Opponent                                                   Gym                 JV Girls         JV Boys          V  Girls         V Boys  

Tues.       Nov 30          Calvary Baptist Christian                          HOME                XX                     4:30                  5:30                 7:00 

Sat.         Dec 4              Portersville Christian Academy               AWAY                11:00                  XX                    12:00               1:30 

Tues.       Dec 7              Grand River Academy                               AWAY                XX                     6:00                  XX                   7:30 

Thurs.    Dec 9               Community Country Day School           HOME                XX                     XX                     6:00                 7:30  

Frid.       Dec 10             Calvary Baptist Christian                         AWAY                XX                     4:30                  5:30                  7:00 

Thurs.    Dec 16             French Creek Valley Christian                HOME              4:00                   5:00                   6:30                 8:00 

Tues.      Dec 21             Warren County Christian School            AWAY               4:30                   XX                     6:00                 7:30 

Mon.      Dec 27             Alumni Basketball Game                          HOME               XX                     XX                     6:00                7:30 

Tues.-    Dec 28-30      Holiday Tournament-Iroquois                AWAY                XX                     XX                      TBA                TBA 

Wed. 

Tues.     Jan 4                 Bethel Christian Academy                       AWAY               XX                      XX                     6:00                7:30 

Tues.     Jan 11               Girard Alliance Christian Academy        AWAY               XX                     XX                     6:00                 7:30 

Frid.      Jan 14               Christian Life Academy                            HOME              4:00                  5:00                   6:30                8:00 

Sat.        Jan 15               Portersville Christian Academy               AWAY              11:00                 XX                     12:00               1:30 

Tues.     Jan 18               Warren County Christian School           HOME              4:00                   5:00                   6:30                7:30 

Thurs.   Jan 20              Girard Alliance Christian Academy       HOME               XX                     XX                     6:00                 7:30 

Friday   Jan 21               Tidioute Community Charter School    HOME              4:00                  5:00                    6:30                 8:00 

Tues.     Jan 25              Christian Life Academy                             HOME             4:00                  5:00                    6:30                 8:00 

Frid.     Jan 28               French Creek Valley Christian                 AWAY              4:00                  5:00                    6:30                 8:00 

Tues.    Feb 1                  Grand River Academy                               HOME              XX                    6:00                    XX                    7:30 

Frid.     Feb 4                  Bethel  Christian Academy                       HOME             XX                     XX                     6:00                  7:30 

Thurs.  Feb 10                Community Country Day School            AWAY              XX                     XX                     6:00                  7:30 

Frid.     Feb 11                 Tidioute Community Charter School    AWAY              4:00                   5:00                  6:30                  8:00 

Friday  Feb 18                 League Tournament  

Friday  Feb  19                League Tournament                                   

Thurs-Sat  March 3-5   National NCSSAA  Invitational               FFSP                 XX                    XX                      TBA                  TBA 

GO EAGLES! 



EFCA VS. CALVARY BAPTIST 

On Tuesday, November 30, our JV boys, Varsity 

girls, and Varsity boys went out with a bang to 

their first game of the season! The JV boys played 

a close game, pulling it together in the end with a 

win of 27-22, the varsity girls had a blast as they 

led with a lead of 43-28, and the varsity boys went 

into three over times to beat their opponent with 

the close win of 86-81. We hope you come and 

support us! And please check the game schedule 

on efcaonline.org to find more info on the upcom-

ing games.  

EFCA VS. FRENCH CREEK 
On Thursday, December 16, our teams had a home game against French Creek Valley Christian. The JV girls 

played a close game but  eventually  beat their opponent and racked up their first win. The JV boys had it easy as 

they played a team that was half their size! They easily bested the “Eagles” of French Creek with a final score of 33-

12. Thanks to Katie‟s drives, Krissie‟s PUJ‟s, (pull up jumpers) and the overall effort of  the Girls team, the Varsity 

girls played a great game and ended with a score of 36-18. Even though the Varsity boys were lacking a couple of 

their starters, they played an awesome game thanks to the performances of Martin, Larry, Max and Josh. Way to 

Go for stepping up and filling in their places!! The Varsity boys easily won with a score of 63-29.  Can‟t wait for the 

next oneƽ    Hope to see everyone at the Christmas Tournament! 

EFCA SPORTS 



Heading  

 

By: Kirsten Larson 

This month, I asked people ques-

tions about Christmas because, as 

everyone knows, it is coming up 

soon.  The first question I asked 

was, òWhat kind of Christmas 

tree do you use?ó There was a tie 

for the Elementary students: 50% 

used artificial and 50% used real. 

In middle school, 30% used real 

and 70% used artificial. High 

school was also a 50% tie for real 

and fake trees. The second ques-

tion I asked was, òHow much 

money do you spend on Christ-

mas presents per year?ó For the 

middle school students, 10% pay 

$0-$20, 30% spend $21-$50, 20% 

pay $51-$100, and 40% splurge 

and spend more than $100. In 

high school, 0% spent $0-$20, 

40% paid $21-$50, 40% spent $51

-$100, and 20% pay more than 

$100 in presents for their friends 

and family. 
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