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On Tuesday, March 1, 2011, EFCA held an
Open House for new & prospective stu-
dents. All families from around the area
were invited to visit our school, check out
our classes, and see all the experiments
from the Science Fair. The
teacher os
for the guests and for any
questions concerning the
classes that they teach. In
the sanctuary, there were
several guest speakers who
spoke about why EFCA was
such a great place to go to
school. Kyle Black, an
EFCA alumnus who is now a college stu-
dent at Penn State Behrend, spoke about
how Erie First was such a positive influ-

ence on his life, his choices, and his out-
look. Carol Klonicki, a preschool teacher,
Betty Lou Fox, the 2nd grade teacher and
Adam Denevic, a HS teacher, all spoke
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about their calling to be at EFCA &
how the Bible was a big part of the

studentsé every day s
also challenged everyone with the thought
that fAideas |l ead to c

are good ideas presented at EFCA & those
ideaeleae to gopdeconsequences. Jennifer
Natalie, a current student, believes EFCA
has brought her closer to the Lord.

There were also prizes handed out at the
Open House. Andy Doutt was the winner
of a PS3 for bringing new people to the
Open House and the Park family won a
$250 scholarship for inviting the most
new people.

Fun in the Computer Lab

Help the Homeless Week at EFCA

dent council sponsored a Help the Home-
less week here at EFCA. Each grade in th
high school was asked to bring in canned
goods, socks & toiletries to donate to the
Erie City Mission. These items will be
collected until
March 7.

| The student

__| council also
gave presenta-
tions to each
grade of the school throughout the week
on the issues of homelessness & the prob-
lems of the homeless. They even demon-
strated what it was like to have to live in a
box & have hypothermia. Several boxes
were positioned in the hallways all week

During the week of February 21-25, stu-

with signs posted on them to remind us

about our homes & how much we have to

be thankful for. Some members of stu-
dent council made a big poster portraying
pictures of the homeless & posing ques-
tions that really made the students think.

Student council gave statistics about how

many homeless people we have in the
U.S. & what we can do to help. You can
help by donating to the Erie City Mission
at www.eriecitymission.org
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The shamrock, which was also called the "seamroy" by
the Celts , was a sacred plant in ancient Ireland because
it symbolized the rebirth of spring. By the seventeenth

« century, the shamrock had become a symbol of emerg-

ing Irish nationalism. As the English began to seize

Irish land and make laws against the use of the Irish

language and the practice of Catholicism, many Irish

began to wear them. Also, Saint Patrick used the sham-

rock in his teachings to show God the father, the Son

and the Holy Spirit as one.
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St. Patrick was born to a Christian couple with
the name Sucat around 389 AD in the northern
@ part of Britannia. At age 16, he was kidnapped by
- ~ Irish pirates and sold into slavery to the pagan
chieftain of an Irish clan. While there, God convicted him of his
sin of unbelief, and he escaped when he was 22 and returned
to his family. However, he c ok
He changed his name to Patrick & resolved to return to Ireland :
as a missionary. During his lifetime, Patrick preached to multi-
tudes of Irishmen & 10008s weRt
his death around 463, Ireland became the home of other mis-
sions who carried the gospel to much of Western Europe. Al-
though the Roman church later claimed Patrick as her own,
Patrick had no connection with the Roman church or the pope.
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The first St. Patrick's Day parade took place in tHe United
1762, when Irish soldiers serving in the English military marched throuybw
York City Lime green chrysanthemums are often requested for St. Patric
Day parades and celebrations
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The color traditionally associated with St. Patrick was blue, not green.
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http://www.history.com/topics/celt
http://www.history.com/topics/ireland
http://www.history.com/topics/new-york-city
http://www.history.com/topics/new-york-city
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Dear Holly,

7 - My friend recently had a fight with her best
friend. | am trying to give her advice on the
situati oneitds helping

' hoping you could give me some advice of
what | could say or do to help. She talks to
me and I try to hel
helping that well. Do you have any advice
that | could give to my friend?

Thanks,

p b

Advice fi less
Dear Advice-less,

Someti mes friends
Sometimes they just want someone to talk
to or hang out with to get their mind off
things so dondét push h
about whatdéds going on.
| try to get too involved unless they involve
| ‘you or theyoll end
- ‘ does ask you for advice, tell her how you
“a eel about the situation. Try to talk to her
| -wcalmly. Ask her if
fighting about is worth their friendship. |
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gay§Readers: If you would like to

eropa letter to Dgar Holly, | would be
happy to answ‘jur guestions. Please
send questi ditor and she will

forward Send to: tger-
novich e.org cc:Dear Hollyo
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Dear Holly,

| usedto have a life but once one of my

friends told me to get an account on face-

book, | became addicted! | take over the
t t ? e |t % t

cor%puter 1!or hours and never really Ié{ my

younger sisters or my brothers on, which 4
ticks them‘ ‘ef fasmBut, I"{;
Hehds dn fafelSodk! My Sistedg& rediydidy N O
at me | ast night becaus
get on the computer to do homework. | |
dondédt want to | essen my

ing with my friends, who | never get to see.
My mom gets mad at me for being on the

A

computer all the ti me a
meant-soci al and | azy, bu
tomvaomt tH@Uecel talk to
get to see very often. | like my friends that | '
talk to on facebook better than the ones |
téal?g outt vgth a{ sghpo!< Plefasg he@. ol
You don&®mwant to |
facebook fanatic |
mad at vy ou: "Bl sl S

Dear faceboook fanatic,

s'heBa ki nills TR afie It theehy S gy

to be in touch 24/7. They would get together

with friends every now and then. Try to limit

your time on facebook to an hour a day and

get together with your friends on the week-

end. Your mom probably just wants you to ]
be more involved with your family and '
probably wants more help around the house.

Sincerely, ']

Holly
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By: Kelsea Schwenk
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2nd Grade Counted 100
Treats

2nd Grade OLeg

Elementary classes cele-
brated the one-hundredth
day of school. The one
hundredth day was on Febru-
ary 11, 2011 at Erie First
Christian Academy.

The students celebrated by
doing numerous things.

They made necklaces made
from one hundred cheerios
and many brought in a col-
lection of one-hundred items.
Mr s . Beveridg
book about one hundred, ti-
tled 6100 Hun
Mr s . Foxds C
an activity with a poem that
had to do with one hundred

Kindergarten Class
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Kindergarten working on
a 100 piece puzzle

Mrs. Fox



Texting and Driving

By Hannah Crowell

If your friends dared you to drive the website was appropriately named dis- ing. Turn off your phone when you get
length of a football field at 55 mph blind- traction.gov . According to this site, a || in the car until it is no longer a temp-
folded, would you do it? Most people person using a hand-held device is 4 tation. It does not sound like fun, but
would say fAnod for timesimore Ikelyrtoegatintm rasgr i t || itiis mecessary if we want the statistics
not safe, it is a stupid idea, etc. In the crash. This makes sense, though. When|| to change.

same amount of time it takes for us to
send or read a text message, we could
drive the length of a football field and,
essentially, we would be blindfolded be-
cause our eyes would not be on the road.
This is why texting has become a big con-
tributor to the number of deaths and inju-
ries of people our age.

Texting while driving has caused many
deaths and injuries to people our age.
We are the ones who can change this.
It takes discipline and hard work but it
will be worth it when lives are saved.

There was recently a story on CBS about g
young bride who was driving to see her
wedding planner when a truck plowed

into her car. The woman died instantly. It
was later discovered that the truck driver
had been texting when this happened.
Because of a text message, a woman was
killed. So we hear all of these statistics and
storSieP, Ct))urt what cgn l\év% do. {3hrgu§ tthi§
problem? THe easiest solution (but also
the hardest) is discipline. It sounds sim-
ple: just dondt tepndt while you are difiv

we text, we are not just taking our eyes
off the road, but our hands are off the
wheel and our mind is off driving.

This wasnodét the onl
though. On the website,
KeeptheDrive.com, | found a link to a

=

website about distracted driving. This

Student Council Activities

Prom Committeg

By: Kelsea Schwenk Upda_te
Student Council has been The high school 0 t
working on upcoming events will be on April 8 and will feature a SAVE THE DATE!
for the entire APirateo theme wi This year6s| p
school. There is a 3 APirates of The
little something beandé movies. May 13t theRiverside Inn
for everybody There will also be a The theme for this year is tenta:
coming up. 60Students vs. Fac t i velMasqudaraild wid t
On March 4th, Basketball game. The date for that the colors plirpleblack& gold
2011, there was a is still to be decided.

mi ddl e schelonld On
They had a double feature movie

Tickets will be $35 for a cauple
and $20 for
single.

%g%)%g'lqomeless Week occurred
night, featur- during the week of February 21st,
ing fMe gll through February 25th, 2011.
Mindo a r§Budents were encouraged to do-
BPrinec eldateitemsto help the homeless.
Bri deo . |Allitemswere donated to the Erie
City Mission. come!!

Look for mofe
details to



http://www.keepthedrive.com

